
Employment success for School's graduates

Recently released figures show that graduates from the
School of Computing Science at Newcastle University are
highly employable and sought after.  Following a degree in
Information Systems, typical employment destinations are
IT managers, web designers, applications developers, project
managers and consultants. Typical destinations following
the Computing Science or Software Engineering degree
programmes are programmers, software developers and IT
managers. Other destinations include going on to either
study for a PhD or enrol on one of the specialised MSc
courses offered by the School.

National Student Survey results

Computing Science at Newcastle University came second
in the country in terms of "Overall Satisfaction" in the 2006
National Student Survey (NSS).  The aim of NSS is to gather
feedback on the quality of students' courses. The results
were published on 23rd August 2006 and are available on
the Teaching Quality Information web-site (see below).

“We are delighted that the high quality of teaching
has been recognised in this survey”

- Head of School, Professor Pete Lee

Welcome to this newsletter fro
m the School of

Computing Science at Newcastle University!

Here you can read about some of the interesting
stuff that's going on here in the School.

Newcastle Computing students win
IEEE Services Computing Contest
2006

For ten weeks, starting April this year, a team
of students from the School of Computing
Science took part in the International Services
Computing Contest 2006 at the IEEE
International Conference on Services
Computing. The team brought together
members from five different countries, four
different continents, all with connections or
roots in Newcastle. The work was selected for
presentation in Chicago, USA, as one of the 6
finalists in the competition. Presentation at the
conference in mid-September was given by
Chris Smith, and was subsequently awarded
1st place in the contest.
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Our new facilities include a Video Conferencing Suite and
Web-Cam Lab that facilitate multi-modal communication
and interaction between groups of students based at
Newcastle and any other institution with similar
equipment elsewhere in the world.

Derek Mortimer’s undergraduate studies in Computing Science culminated in a final year honours project working with an
open source framework from Hewitt Packard (HP) named SmartFrog. This led to a three month studentship at HP Labs in
Bristol where he continued to work using SmartFrog with its developers.  Derek is now studying for an MSc in System Design
for Internet Applications here at Newcastle. HP would like him back to do his final project with them next summer.

Active Learning in Computing is a CETL project here at
Newcastle University with partners at The University of
Durham, University of Leeds and Leeds Metropolitan. The
project aims to make the student experience more relevant
to industry. It is the only computing-related CETL in the UK.

The consortium of universities involved uses expertise in
group and project work, including the setting of industrial-
scale tasks that students will work on in cross-year, multi-
site teams.

http://www.cs.ncl.ac.uk
http://iscc.servicescomputing.org/2006/
http://www.tqi.ac.uk
http://www.universitiesbusinesschallenge.com

“Studying computer science at Newcastle
gave me a fantastic grounding in all the

current areas of computing and allowed me
to pursue study in the area of distributed
systems and grid computing. The rapid

evolution of this field in computing and the
research presence here at Newcastle are the

reasons I chose the SDIA masters
programme and hope to continue my study

on to the Doctorate level”.

Derek Mortimer

Centre for Excellence in Teaching and Learning (CETL)

Prizes
Various parts of our degree programmes attract prizes
awarded by major companies including Accenture, British
Airways, Hewlett Packard, Logica and Arjuna. Teams from
the University also regularly enter the IBM Universities
Business Challenge. In 2003-2004 a Computing Science
team were victorious at the Grand Final, and were presented
with the winner's cheque for £1,000 and the trophy.

For further information please contact Computing.Science@ncl.ac.uk


