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Welcome to this newsletter from the School of Computing Science
at Newcastle University!

We recently held our first Undergraduate Admissions Day of 2007. Applicants for Computing
Science and Information Systems degrees were able to take a tour of many of the teaching
and research facilities in Computing Science, including demonstrations of student
projects and high-tech equipment. It was an opportunity to meet current

staff and students, and to ask questions. If you are coming to one of
our future Admissions Days, we look forward to meeting you!

14 During my studies at Newcastle University | gained a solid grasp of
Information Systems. The combination of an extensive course and
inspirational lecturers gave me the confidence to take thefirst step in setting
up my own business. The emphasis on transferable skills allowed me to
adapt easily to the demands of modern business and to apply what | had
learned to real work situations. | found that the various skills | had acquired
during the degree came into play on a daily basis.

Four years after completing my degree I’mtill in the North East, managing
my own digital marketing agency in Newcastle. What | learned at Newcastle
University has stayed with me and proved invaluable to my career .y

- Tarek Nseir

Tarek Nseir is the Managing Director and founder of the leading
North East based brand technology agency, TH_NK (www.thinkco.com).the
first to be named ‘Young Entrepreneur of the Year’ at the annual Entrepreneurs’
Tarek’s company, TH_NK, launched while he was studying for a

BSc in Information Systems here at the School of Computing Science and now has a £2.4



Marc Savy, a first year student of Computing Science, has
received an Excellence Prize of £500 from the School of Computing
Science. Marc was nominated for this award following his
achievements during the Partners Summer School.

acknowledgement of the effort that | made at the Partners
summer school, which has made me resolute to succeed in my
degree.

The main reason | partook in the Partners summer school
was that | wasn't entirely certain that | wanted to do a
Computer Science degree. However, after attending it was
easy for me to decide that Computing Science was the degree
which | wanted to do.§ J
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- Marc Savy

Qasim Chaudhry, now a third year student, spent the summer
between his second and third years working in Newcastle University’s
Culture Lab as part of the University’s Summer Scholarship Scheme.
He helped to design ShoeMote, a shoe which interacts with a pervasive
computing environment. The project was so successful that the School
of Computing Science has been awarded £20,000 to develop ShoeMote
into a marketable product.

A demonstration of ShoeMote is available to view at each of our
Admission Days.

£ ‘Wnen | saw the opportunity to take part in the summer
research scholarship | jumped at the chance to work in a
new and exciting field. | really wanted to do something
different as opposed to some standard summer work experience
and this was the perfect opportunity. The project successfully
embedded a very small computer into the heel of a shoe and
interleaved the in-sole with various pressure and acceleration
sensors. We successfully interfaced the shoe with a computer
to contral it remotely. | found the whole experience immensely
rewarding asit allowed meto work areal project to develop
real technology in a new and exciting fieldy

- Qasim Chaudhry

For further information please contact Computing.Science@ncl.ac.uk




